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ur story continues… 

 

When four-year old, Damion, ran out of his classroom at the Milton 

Child Care Center his teacher, Debra McLaughlin, told him to go back 

into his room.  He responded by saying, “It’s my super powers making 

me do it!”  Obviously, he has super ninja running powers and it just 

comes out of him.  But all ended well, as Damion recharged his Super 

powers by taking his daily nap at MCCC! 

 

Capstone is excited to announce the opening of our new 

Adult and Youth Transition Training program and our sixth 

group home in Milton, Florida.  The programs are accepting 

referrals right now. 

Capstone Pet Place 

The Milton training program will be called Capstone Pet  

Place.  Thanks to a grant from Pensacola Bay Area Impact 100 and our Super Hero 

donors, like you, Capstone students will learn all aspects of running a retail store 

and will partner with local animal rescue organizations and shelters to host pet 

adoption days.  The success of this program is anticipated by our students and the 

community at large. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pensacola Bay Area IMPACT 100 

Capstone is grateful to Pensacola Bay Area 

IMPACT 100 members for our 2017 grant of 

$107,700.   

 Because of this grant, Capstone Pet Place will be a reality.  The impact of this grant 

will be evident for many years to come as students with developmental disabilities will 

learn job skills to become productive citizens.  In addition, Capstone Pet Place 

students will host pet adoption days and provide spay and neuter information to pet 

owners. 



We are having an exciting fall semester at Capstone Academy in Milton!  School 

got off to a great start in both our VPK and ESE programs.  Our after 

school program is having a blast as well! 

We welcomed our Children’s Therapy Department back into our main school 

building.  They moved out of their clinic at 5326 Stewart Street to turn the 

site into the Capstone Pet Place (see page 1).   

Our students enjoyed a visit from the Milton Fire Department for Fire Prevention Week, a 

spook-tacular Fall Harvest party on Halloween, and a trip to Sweet Season Farms to truly 

welcome the Autumn Season.  In December all of our students are looking forward to our 

Polar Express party with a special visit from Santa and the Christmas holidays.  

  

You Too Can Support Capstone by Volunteering, Participating, or donating. -  Some of our recent “Super heroes” include:  

Larry Anderson AT&T Pioneers  Barberi Heating & air Randy bricker  cornerstone mortgage  Jeanne clark  

Saundra Daggs joann doman ed & Trisha morrison  angela eddy  Emerald Coast Granite & tile  ryan Elliott  

exit realty  Florida blue  gulf Power  hancock bank  brad huggins  james Jenkins   

Joan & Gerry kempel Billie Jean Kinder fred Levin  liberis law firm Bobby likis Kara Dawn Makris  

matthew chestnut scores!  martin Marietta Trudy o brien Matthew peacock buzz Ritchie  leslie saam  

Schmidt Family Restaurants norman smith joyce & Kelvin sellers  Diane somer  Dorothy Stachow Mary Thomas  

neil thorsen  Robert underwood chester vrocher Dr. Sherry A White susan bradshaw zelica grotto  

       

   

       

 

 

 

Once word gets out about the library, children will visit on a regular basis.  Recently, a new 

letter carrier thought the “library” was a mailbox! Books are more fun to read than bills.  

Books for the library are donated by Capstone friends and families.  Anyone who wishes to donate 

new or gently used books may do so by dropping them off at the center.  MCCC is located on the 

Milton High School campus at 6656 Park Ave. 

The Center supports families by providing high quality early education services for children ages 

six weeks to five years.  Children are assigned to classrooms based on age, developmental 

readiness, and/or availability of space and are provided nutritious meals and snacks each day. 

For more information about programs or enrollment, call Herlinda Stitt, Director, at 983-5315. 

BRAIN PO WER !   The Milton Child Care Center “opened” a book  

Lending Library in early November. 

The library was built by Lee Faher, retired Army Veteran, from recycled 

materials.  He was delighted to build the library for the children. 

Lead Teacher, Joannie Broussard, had the idea to place a lending library 

at the center.  When asked why, she said, “I wanted the neighborhood 

children to experience the love of books.”  She added, “Children develop 

vital language skills from books.  These skills create problem-solvers.  

Books are a spring board to children’s learning,” 



 

It’s A Holiday Break!  Our Centers will be closed on the following Dates for the 

Holidays.  Please call your programs for information on extended holiday  

closings.  Capstone would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holidays.   

Please Note that our Residential Program will continue providing care for  

residents during the holidays and center closings. 

December 25
th
 & 26

th
 – All Schools and Programs (Christmas Eve & Christmas  

Day Observed) 

January 1
st
 – All Schools and Programs (New Year’s Day Observed) 

 

Laci is friendly, intelligent, has a great sense of humor, and is very  

Articulate when she speaks.  Since July 2007, she has attended  

Capstone Adaptive Learning and Therapy Centers’ Adult Day Training  

Program at the Transition Employment Center (TEC), located at  

2600 West Fairfield Drive.   

 

Laci strives for independence and the ability to be part of her community.  

Laci is living her longtime dream of being employed and becoming a contributing tax-paying citizen.  

She works part time as a Relief Receptionist for TEC.  Laci’s duties include: answering the 

business phone, taking messages, and distributing the messages to the appropriate person.   

 

She also trains other students on how to answer the phone correctly and take accurate 

messages.  Laci also tutors her peers that need one-on-one assistance in remedial studies.  Most 

of them comment that, Laci is a good teacher, she has taught me a lot and she does not play.  

She will make you learn. 

Her hard work, tenacity, and diligence are recognized not only by the staff but by her peers as 

well.  CONGRATULATONS, LACI!!! 
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North Milton Group Home 

Capstone is excited to announce the opening of our sixth 

group home in the north Milton area.  This home will provide 

four adults with a caring home in a quiet neighborhood, just 

minutes from local community businesses, entertainment, and 

recreation.  Nursing oversight will be provided 24/7 by 

Capstone RN/LPNs for the residents of the home. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to you, 2017 has been truly amazing for nearly 2,000 infants, children, youth, and adults with and 

without developmental disabilities (and their families) in Escambia and Santa Rosa counties.  You helped 

ensure they had the services they needed to get through each day.  Whether it was speech therapy, 

nursing, child care, or residential services.  Your support helped those we serve maintain their dignity and 

the best possible independence for them. 

Because of you, Peggy and her family’s life is a little bit easier this year.  Peggy recently moved into one of 

our Capstone group homes.  She lived with her parents until her mother passed away and her father was no 

longer physically able to meet Peggy’s unique needs of more one-on-one and specialized care.   Peggy 

moved in to our Kelvin group home in July 2017 and has enjoyed an outing to a Zelica Grotto dance with 

her house mates and joined the Miracle League of Northwest Florida. 

Every day your support makes stories such as Peggy’s and her family’s possible. 

Today, we launch our 2017 Year End Giving Campaign.  Our goal is to raise $25,000 by December 31, 

2017.  If we raise that amount, we can provide the daily essentials for a happy and healthy life. 

Are you willing to make a special year end donation of $50, $100, or any amount you can afford to help us 

meet our goal of $25,000? 

Please return the enclosed envelope to make your donation now.  The lives of hundreds of others just like 

Peggy are depending on you. 

Thank you for your continued support and friendship.  

 

With gratitude,  

 

Dr. Sherry A. White 

President/CEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
2 counties…  14 locations… 1 mission! 

To Advance the independence for children and adults with a spectrum of 

abilities and disabilities! 
 


